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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MONO

IN RE: GENERAL ORDER

2000-2001 Grand Jury

I certify that the 2000-2001 Mono County Grand Jury Final Report
complies with Title Four of the California Penal Code and direct

the County Clerk toc accept and file the final report as a public

document .

‘v
Dated this _/ / “day of August, 2001.

) A

-

EDWARD FORSTENZER //
Presiding Judge of the $uperior Court




THE GRAND JURY
County of Meno
State of California

June 30, 2001

The Honorable Edward Forstenzer
Presiding Judge of the
Mono County Superior Court

Dear Judge Forstenzer:
Enclosed is the Final Report of the 2000-01 Mono County Grand Jury.

The members of the current grand jury spent considerable time in reviewing, analyzing and
investigating various citizen complaints as well as the overall operations of the various
departments of Mono County. The time and energy necessary to conduct proper
investigations and reviews can not be overstated. I thank all of the current members of the
grand jury for their time, hard work, attention to detail ,and dedication to the workings of
the grand jury.

In order for the grand jury system to work, it is necessary that citizens be willing to
volunteer their time for the betterment of all the citizens of Mono County. 1 would
encourage all citizens of Mono County to consider volunteering for such service.

In reaching the findings and conclusions set forth in the attached Final Report, the grand
jury has attempted to be fair, objective and constructive.

The grand jury’s mandate could not have been fulfilled without the assistance and
cooperation of numerous employees and officials of the various County and Town
departments. The grand jury would like to thank these persons for their assistance and
cooperation. .

The various committee reports included in the Final Report are the result of the work of the
committee members listed at the beginning of each report, and reflect the concurrence of the
entire grand jury.

I would like to thank District Attorney George Booth, County Counsel Marshall Rudolph,
Court Executive Officer Bob Dennis and Judge Edward Forstenzer for their assistance and
guidance in the course of our investigations.

I would also like to thank C.D. Ritter for her administrative assistance with respect to the
grand jury’s operations. Without her, we would have been lost.

On behalf of the grand jury, I would like to say that it has been an educational and eye-
opening experience, and an honor to serve the residents of Mono County in this capacity.

Respectfully,

Gregg P. Martino, Foreman
Mono County Grand Jury 2000-01



THE FUNCTIONS OF A CIVIL GRAND JURY

The functions of a civil grand jury (as opposed to a criminal grand jury that issues
criminal indictments) are not widely known. The primary function of a civil grand jury is as
an investigatory body for the purpose of watching over the numerous county and city
governments and various special legislative districts. The purpose of the investigations and
reviews is to assure that there is honest, efficient and effective government in the best
interests of the citizens of the county. Grand jury duties, powers, responsibilities,
qualifications and the selection process are set forth in the California Penal Code Section
888 et seq.

The Mono County Grand Jury reviews and evaluates procedures, methods and
systems used by County and Town departments to determine (a) whether such systems,
procedures and methods comply with the stated objectives of the departments, and (b) if the
departments’ operations can be made more efficient and effective. One of the ways that the
grand jury conducts its investigations is by responding to complaints received from the
citizens of Mono County regarding problems or issues with the various governmental
agencies of the county, special districts, or the town of Mammoth Lakes. Thus, for the
grand jury to be truly effective, it is necessary for the citizens of the county to become
involved.

The members of the grand jury are average citizens from throughout Mono County.
The members are selected based upon their willingness to volunteer their time for at least a
one-year period beginning each July 1. The grand jury acts lawfully only as a body. No
individual grand juror, acting alone, has any power or authority. Meetings of the grand jury
are not open to the public, and the members are sworn to secrecy. Law requires all matters
discussed before the grand jury and votes taken to be kept confidential until the Final
Report. .

The end result of inquiries into civil matters by the grand jury is released to the
public by means of a Final Report issued at the end of the term of the grand jury. The
committee reports contained in the Final Report are prepared by each of the individual
committees, and once approved by the particular committee, are then reviewed, edited and
ultimately approved by the entire grand jury. Then the Final Report is approved by the
presiding judge of the Mono County Superior Court.



GRAND JURY MEMBERS & ADVISORS

JURORS
Tom Christiana Charles Evans Gregg Martino
Mammoth Lakes Coleville Mammoth Lakes
Tammy Davis Olga Glidewell Orion Ormmiston
Mammoth Lakes Chalfant Valley Coleville
Richard Dawson Lyn Haber Pat Savage
Hammil Valley Swall Meadows Mammoth Lakes
Keith Dwyer Walt Hoffmann Tom Strehlow
Mammoth Lakes Benton Marmmoth Lakes
Maynard Enos Mitch Janoff Lynda Thompson
Bridgeport Mammoth Lakes June Lake
RESIGNED JURORS
Bryan Mahony E.L. Maner Gerardo Ramos Melanie Wagner
June Lake Mammoth Lakes =~ Mammoth Lakes Mammoth Lakes
OFFICERS
Foreman Foreman Pro Tem Sergeant-at-Arms
Gregg Martino E.L. Maner Mitch Janoff
Secretary Assistant Secretary
Lyn Haber Olga Glidewell
ADVISORS
Edward Forstenzer George Booth Bob Dennis
Presiding Judge of District Attorney Court Executive Officer
the Superior Court
Marshall Rudolph Christiana Darlington Stacey Simon
County Counsel Deputy County Counsel Deputy County Counsel
C.D. Ritter
Administrative Assistant
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GRAND JURY COMMITTEES

ADMINISTRATIVE, AUDIT & FINANCE
Lyn Haber, Chair .
Tom Christiana ¢ Olga Glidewell ¢ Pat Savage * Tom Strehlow

BUILDING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT
Richard Dawson, Chair
Tom Christiana * Mitch Janoff * Orion Ormiston

EDUCATION
Olga Glidewell, Chair
Mitch Janoff e Lynda Thompson

EXECUTIVE & GRAND JURY HANDBOOK |
Tom Strehlow, Chair
Gregg Martino

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES
Tammy Davis, Chair
Tom Christiana * Charles Evans « Lyn Haber

LAW & JUSTICE
Maynard Enos, Chair
Tammy Davis ¢ Charles Evans « Walt Hoffmann ¢ Orion Ormiston ¢ Pat Savage

MAMMOTH LAKES, TOWN OF
Tom Strehlow, Chair
Tom Christiana * Tammy Davis « Gregg Martino ¢ Pat Savage

MAMMOTH/YOSEMITE AIRPORT
E.L. Maner, Chair
Tammy Davis ¢ Keith Dwyer « Walt Hoffmann ¢ Gregg Martino

PARKS, RECREATION & PUBLIC WORKS
Richard Dawson, Chair
Lyn Haber ¢ Lynda Thompson

SPECIAL DISTRICTS
Charles Evans, Chair
Lyn Haber » Walt Hoffmann ¢ Orion Ormiston ¢ Pat Savage
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CITIZEN COMPLAINTS

An important function of the grand jury is to respond to citizen complaints. Any area
resident who has knowledge of deficiencies or improprieties in local government -- Mono
County, the Town of Mammoth Lakes, or Special Districts -- can file a formal complaint
with the grand jury. If the complaint falls within the purview of the grand jury, an
investigation will be initiated by one of its standing committees. Results of all committee
investigations are presented to the entire grand jury for concurrence.

To file a legitimate complaint for consideration by the grand jury, submit a dated and
signed letter to: Mono County Grand Jury, P.O. Box 1037, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546.

This year, the grand jury concluded an ongoing investigation from last year's grand
jury, and considered 31 new citizen complaints. Of the complaints received, several were
determined to require no action; one was deemed beyond the grand jury’s jurisdiction; and
the others were investigated. Shown below are the complaints received:

#99-02A, #99-02B, #99-03, #99-04:

Ongoing investigation from 1999-2000 grand jury regarding concerns about the
relationship between the Town of Mammoth Lakes and the development and operation of
the Mammoth/Y osemite airport. Upon conclusion of the investigation, an Intenim Report
was published.

#00-01: :
Complaint regarding alleged failure of County Child Protective Services to properly credit
child-support payments. Referred to Administrative/Audit/Finance committee.

#00-02:
Complaint that a Town of Mammoth Lakes employee was not a United States citizen and
had not been employed according to applicable laws. Referred to Town of Mammoth Lakes

committee.

#00-03:
Verbal allegations to grand jury member that Town of Mammoth Lakes housing elements

were improperly modified. No action would be taken unless written specifics regarding
purported improper action were provided. None forthcoming, therefore no action taken.

#00-04: :
Request by member of Marin County grand jury to look into Mono County’s long-term
health-care provisions. Referred to Health & Human Services committee.

#00-05:

Complaint of purported collusion between former Mammoth Lakes town manager and
former Mammoth Lakes town employee regarding settlement of lawsuit. Referred to
District Attorney’s office for review and handling.

#00-06:

Second complaint from person filing Complaint #00-01 regarding claims already being
dealt with in pending lawsuit in Alpine County. No action taken.
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